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Salem County Veteran’s Cemetery
Receives Federal Funds to Support Veteran’s Burials

(Salem, NJ)—Salem County Freeholder Director Julie Acton who also is the chair of the
Veterans Services Committee along with Deputy Freeholder Director Dale Cross and
Freeholder Bruce Bobbitt are pleased to report to the Salem County Board of Chosen
Freeholder Board that Veteran’s Services Coordinator, Joseph Hannagan, has identified a
previously untapped source of financial support for the Salem County Veterans War
Memorial Park and Cemetery.
Director Acton announced that “Mr. Hannagan dedicated a substantial amount of time
and energy researching and directly contacting NJ State and Federal resources in search
of much needed funding to support the current and future operations of this honored
facility which is the final resting place for our brave heroes as well as a memorial to all
veterans from the county who have served our country through all the wars of our past
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and current generations.” Acton added that “our county has seen great economic
challenges in recent years. Mr. Hannagan’s diligence on this project is one more
example of our professional, dedicated employees identifying new ways for us to
continue to provide the best services possible despite the difficult times. I am thankful
for his hard work and for going that extra mile for our county and our veterans.”
According to Veteran’s Services Coordinator Hannagan, a little-publicized program
administered through the Department of Veterans Affairs provides a “plot allowance” to
most veteran’s upon their death to cover the cost of a cemetery plot. In Salem County,
Veteran’s are not charged for their burial plot at the Veteran’s Cemetery. This plot
allowance in a private cemetery would be used to reimburse for the plot purchase
however, in the case of the County Cemetery may be paid directly to the county. Salem
County had not previously been requesting these allowances. Working with the Newark
Regional Office Mr. Hannagan gained approval to request the allowances retroactive up
to two years. As a result of Mr. Hannagan’s efforts the county recently received $29,432
for the retroactive allowances, $7,220 through February 2013 and approval for $9,664 for
March through June 2013. Going forward, annual budgets for the cemetery can be
developed including an estimate of income from this program.
Mr. Hannagan stated, “I promised when I assumed the position of Veterans Services
Coordinator that I would turn over every stone to find a way to make a difference for our
living veterans, our deceased veterans and their families. This is my first major
accomplishment to that end and I look forward to continuing that effort.”
Freeholder Bruce Bobbitt, a Vietnam War Veteran himself, stated that “Our board has
always been passionate about providing for our county veterans. I have enjoyed working
alongside many volunteers who have helped to ensure that our veteran’s are shown the
honor and respect they deserve and that their families have a beautiful facility to both say
their final goodbyes and come back to for peaceful visits. This is great news for all who
have worked so hard through the years. These funds will not only help us with routine
maintenance but going forward, we can address long wished-for projects and expansion.
I commend Mr. Hannagan for this success.”
According to Freeholder Deputy Director Dale Cross “the efforts that have been directed
towards the cemetery over the past year including the phenomenal job being done under
Sheriff Millers Inmate Work Program have been very positively received. We received
great feedback about how beautiful the entire grounds were during the Memorial Day
Services last month. Between the regular inmate work and the addition of these funds for
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future projects I am confident our cemetery will remain a cherished, beautiful memorial
park that all Salem County Citizens will be proud of.”
Salem County Veterans Cemetery and Memorial Park, located on Route 45 in
Woodstown was first established by resolution in 1967 and began accepting veterans for
burial in 1969. There are currently approximately 2,500 veterans or spouses interred at
there.

