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On Saturday, March 20, Salem
County Office of Emergency Management and the Salem County
Sheriff’s Office formally recognized
56 Salem County residents who
completed the 20 hour basic training for the Salem County Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT).

disaster, the number and scope of
incidents can overwhelm conventional emergency services. The
CERT program is an all-risk, allhazard training that helps citizens
prepare to protect themselves,
their families, their neighborhoods
and work-places in an emergency
situation.

Prior to the graduation ceremony
the students participated in a simulated disaster exercise where they
were given the opportunity to practice the skills they learned. Members of local fire and EMS companies, along with instructors created
realistic simulations of situations
that citizens might encounter when
faced with disasters in their communities or work-places.

CERT is a positive and realistic
approach to emergency and disaster situations where citizens may
initially be on their own and their
actions can make a difference.
While people will respond to others
in need without the training, one
goal of the CERT program is to
help them do so effectively and
efficiently without placing themselves in unnecessary danger.

The practical exercise and graduation were held at the PSEG Energy
Education Center in Salem.

Over the course of five weeks the
students received training in how
to:

Deputy Director Dave Lindenmuth
was on hand to witness the practical exercise and said “Salem
County is a close-knit community
that has always demonstrated
neighborly concern in the wake of
tragedies. The County CERT program is a reflection of the values of
our County as neighbors volunteer
to help others in the event of an
emergency. These men and
women join the ranks of countless
other volunteers who have answered the call of service.”

 Manage utilities and put out

In Salem County, as in communities across the country, local government prepare every day for
emergencies. However, during a

small fires

 Treat the three medical killers by
opening airways, controlling
bleeding, and treating for shock

and provide basic medical aid

 Search for and rescue victims
safely

 Organize themselves and spontaneous volunteers to be effective, and collect disaster intelligence to support first responder
efforts.
Training was held weekly at fire
departments across the county
utilizing the expertise of local responders and instructors.
Robert Chambers, a past chief of
Pennsville Fire and Rescue who
instructed the Light Search and
Rescue module stated, “I believe
the CERT personnel will be a valuable asset in support of Emergency Services personnel following a major disaster, as well to non
-emergency community
events. The training class was a
great opportunity to not only help
better prepare these volunteers,
but get to know the CERT members. “
Story Continued on Page 2

Salem County
employees
Sterling Robinson and
Stephen Turner
remove debris
during a light
rescue evolution
at the final practical exercise
held March 20
at PSEG
EERC.
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Graduates Recognized (continued)

Instructor Ken Gralley, PSEG Fire
Department and Salem City Fire
Department monitors students demonstrating light rescue skills.

Students participating in the class
represented all ages and many
different types of people. The
class had students ranging in age
from 18 to 73. Because of the
many different tasks that need to
be accomplished in a large scale
emergency CERT can be inclusive
of all age groups and levels of
physical ability, there is something
for everyone to do. Additionally
the class was truly a family activity
for many participants. The graduating class saw several married
couples, parent child and sibling
combinations. Students represented towns from across the
county and included individuals
who work full-time, are retired, are
between jobs or are high school
and college students.
The overwhelming reaction to the
program by the students has been
positive and will ensure that Salem
County has not only prepared
citizens ready to help in their
neighborhoods but also has an
active group of volunteers who will
be available when called upon to
assist throughout the county in
emergency and non-emergency
activities.

Instructor Jeff Pompper, Salem
County Director of Emergency Services monitors Gloria Marks as she
demonstrates her fire suppression
skills

The Foster family of Mannington completed the training together.

Gloria Marks, a Salem County
employee with the Office on Aging
commented that she recently
watched an episode of Grey’s
Anatomy about a Ferry accident.
The doctors were performing triage. “I told my husband that we
were taught how to do that and

were practicing just before graduation. I was excited to know how
important our training will be
should we need it”.

else to take care of you if you
don't take the necessary steps to
take care of yourself and your
community.”

Bill Madara, a retired Police Officer
who completed the program commented “We have arrived at a time
when we must once again stand
together for this great Country and
our fellow citizens. Our time has
come to serve like our fathers of
the past.”

Michelle Voorhees said, “I took
the class for a nice addition to
my resume because I have a degree in Criminal Justice and
thought it might help with my,
so far, disappointing job
search. But I am glad I took it because I met a lot of wonderful people and learned so much. I
really enjoyed the class and look
forward to helping out in the future.”

Terri Foster commented after she,
her husband Bruce and their children Joshua and Jessica completed the program, “Our family
joined CERT to help us prepare for
any unusual event that might occur
in our County. We learned a lot of
valuable information from some of
the best volunteer’s in our county
Emergency Service Organizations.
We believe CERT can be utilized
to help support those organizations
when large scale emergencies
happen”.
Judy Caldwell who completed the
course with her husband Ross
stated, “We took this
course basically because we have
lived here less than 4 years and for
the most part work out of the
area. It was important to us to get
familiar with the community. Since
we live on a farm, we don't get an
opportunity to "talk over the fence"
so to speak. Knowledge is
power. You can't expect everyone

Debbie Bacon commented after
she completed the program with
her husband Bob, “I was very apprehensive and signed up for the
class with concern. By the end of
the first class I realized that this
was a very positive step for me,
my family and the community. “
In Salem County CERT is jointly
organized by the Office of Emergency Management and the Salem
County Sheriff’s Office. Anyone
needing more information or interested in getting involved can contact the office of Emergency Management at 856-769-2900 ext.
4118.
CERT is part of the National Citizen Corps Program. All training
materials and student equipment

EMT and Penns Grove EMS member, John Ashcraft instructs CERT members during the disaster medical
operations evolution of the practical exercise held March 20th at the PSEG Energy Education Resource
Center in Salem.
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List of Graduates
Upcoming CERT Activities

John Ayars

Jeff Hadlock

Samuel Osborn

Karen Ayars

Brent Handy*

Jennifer Pagliarini

Deborah Bacon

Sharon Handy*

Mary Pratta-Fowle*

Robert Bacon

Jennifer Heiss

Renee Rasin

Angela Belitza

Jessica Hewitt

Debra Richey

Susan Bestwick*

James Huff

Sterling Robinson

Robert Budd

Adam Johnston

Jeffrey Serfass

Grady Butts

Dominic Juliano

Michael Shannon

Judith Caldwell

Jennifer Juliano

Thomas Snorf

Ross Caldwell

Eleanor Kidd

Michael Stockton

Kathy Crawford

Frances Kiger

Jane Turner

Lynda Daniels

Sheila Kiger

Anthony Verona

Jay Daniels, III

Grace Levesque*

Michelle Voorhees

Sharon Fisher

Susan Livingston

Marjorie Whenzell*

Bruce Foster

William Madara

Randy Wentzell*

Jessica Foster
Joshua Foster

Gloria Marks

Gary Wheaton*

Robert McDonald

Christopher Yelle

Terri Foster

Ed McKenzie

Shelby George

Robert Norton*

Monthly Meetings: First
Thursday of every month.
9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Meeting Training Topics
April: CERT Trailer Introduction.
May: Electrical and Utility
Safety
June: Introduction to Incident Management
July: CPR
August: Missing Person
Search

*Students noted with asterisk com-

Other Activities
FIRST AID RALLY
April 17—Sharptown United
Methodist Church.
LP Gas Drill
April 19th—Salem County
Fire Academy
EOC Exercise
May 18th—Salem County
Department of Emg. Svcs.
SCC Commencement
May 19 at SCC

For specific information on
times and locations please
visit Salem County CERT on
facebook or contact BJ
Smith at 769-2900 ext. 4118.
Graduates, instructors and volunteer victims pose in front of the PSEG Energy Education Resource Center in
Salem after completing their final practical exercise.

Look up “Salem County Community Emergency
Response Team” on Facebook to become a fan.

Salem County C.E.R.T. News

Published by the Salem County Office of Emergency Management
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Woodstown, NJ 08098
Phone: 856-769-2900 ext. 4118
Fax: 856-769-4229

New Jersey Citizen Corp Volunteers help their communities prepare for and respond to all types of disasters
through education, training and volunteer service. Based
on the tradition of “Neighbor helping Neighbor” Citizen
Corps programs build strong communities, enhance capabilities of emergency services organizations, and empower
individuals to act responsibly and respond appropriately
during critical times.

Special Thanks
The 2010 Basic Course for new CERT members could only be successful
because of the enormous contributions made by volunteer instructors from
various emergency response organizations in Salem County.
The CERT members would like to thank the individuals and agencies listed
below for the contribution of their expertise and resources to help us be successful in our training.
Week 1: Steve Tilley, Health Care Commons, The Department of Emergency
Services, The Sheriff’s Office and Joyce Skradinzki of the Salem County
American Red Cross. (Disaster Psychology and Disaster Preparedness)
Week 2: Willow Grove Fire Department and UMH-MICU Paramedic Nick
Franceschini (Disaster Medical Operations)
Week 3: Robert Chambers and the Pennsville Fire and Rescue (Light
Search and Rescue)
Week 4: Gil Carino, Jeff Pompper and the Alloway Fire Department (Fire
Suppression and Utility Safety) as well as Robert Bratty, Salem County
Prosecutor’s Office (Terrorism)
Final Practical and Graduation:










Pennsville Fire and Rescue
Nick Franceschini
Penns Grove EMS
Alloway Fire Department
Salem City Fire Department
Leroy Pierce and Salem County Fire Academy
Salem County Sheriff’s Office
Salem County Office of Emergency Management

Special thanks to Public Service Electric and Gas for the use of their wonderful Energy Education Resource Center for our final practical exercise and
graduation.

CERT evening students get comfortable on Pennsville Fire and Rescue’s
ladder truck on a break from their light search and rescue training.

