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COUNTY PREPARES FOR TERRORIST ATTACKS
Public and Private entities prepare to gather at the County Office of Emergency
Management for a table top exercise for disaster response.
(SALEM, NJ)—Freeholder Director Lee Ware and Freeholder David Lindenmuth, Chair
of the Public Safety Committee & Deputy Coordinator for Emergency Management,
today announced that State, County, and Municipal emergency first responders, along
with representatives from private industry, will take part in a table top disaster response
exercise beginning at 9 AM on Saturday, July 22. The exercise is designed to evaluate
municipalities and the County’s capability to handle multiple major incidents on a
simultaneous basis.
“The lessons we learned from the events of September 11th, 2001 and the last hurricane
season have taught us that we must have a coordinated and effective response to
disasters,” said Director Ware. “We have many dedicated public servants throughout our
county who are trained to effectively respond to a disaster, such as a terrorist attack, but if
we do not have successful communication and coordination then our efforts will be
diminished by a lack of coordination.”
The exercise that will take place will simulate three significant terrorist events that will
occur within a few minutes of each other.
“We must be prepared for the worst of all possible situations,” said Freeholder
Lindenmuth. “Salem County has many areas that could be targeted by terrorists and we
must make sure that while we work to continue securing these facilities, we are also
prepared for the worst case scenario so that we can effectively contain the situation and
secure the safety of our residents.”
The responses at the table top exercise will be evaluated by independent evaluators. The
exercise evaluators come from different disciplines from outside counties and agencies.
The response will be evaluated using the participating municipalities and County’s
emergency response plans along with response agencies various standard operation
procedures. The evaluators will give the County officials feedback on the response’s
strengths and weaknesses.
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“We have done a series of smaller scale exercises that have given us some indication of
our strengths and weaknesses, but this County-wide exercise will give us more criteria to
judge where we need to improve,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth. “This exercise will also
prepare us for the Delaware River region exercise that will take place sometime in 2007,
which will include Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, and Salem counties. These regional
tests must take place every five years in order to continue receiving Homeland Security
funds.”
The County exercise has been in the planning stages for over a year and has been
coordinated by a team of various emergency response professionals from the Prosecutor’s
Office, Office of Emergency Management, Health Department, and other related
departments within the County, along with representation from the New Jersey State
Exercise Unit.
“It takes a lot of coordination to pull an event like this off but it is certainly worth the
effort,” said Mack Lake, Operations and Training Officer for the County of Salem. “We
can give people the tools through training, but these exercises are invaluable in allowing
people to put their training into practice and then to perfect their response through
evaluation and feedback.”
The funds that were used to pay for the exercise came from the 2005 Homeland Security
funding that was received by Salem County. Participants in tomorrow’s exercise include,
in addition to County departments, representatives from Pennsville, Carneys Point,
Pilesgrove, Woodstown, and Salem City. Additionally, the Delaware River Bay
Authority, along with representatives from local industry, New Jersey State Police, the
Memorial Hospital of Salem, and the Elmer Hospital will be in attendance to participate
in the exercise.
“Emergency response has to be a public/private partnership,” said Dennis Sample,
County Critical Infrastructure Protection Coordinator. “We need to make sure that we
have an effective and coordinated response on every level and this is the goal of
tomorrow’s exercise.”
Registration for the exercise begins at 8 AM and will kick-off at 9 AM. The exercise will
include a working lunch and will conclude around 2 PM. Following the conclusion of the
exercise there will be a debriefing for all of the participants, which is anticipated to end at
3 PM.
“We have many dedicated public servants in this County who are giving up their
Saturday for a very worthy cause,” said Director Ware. “Our most solemn responsibility
is the protection of our citizens and we must make sure that we are prepared for what
ever may come our way. Salem County is a team and our disaster response must operate
in the same manner.”
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