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ONE PERSON’S TRASH IS ANOTHER PERSON’S TREASURE
Freeholder David Lindenmuth gets an up-close and personal tour of the County’s
Landfill Operation
(Salem, NJ)—If you have ever wondered where all our trash goes, you can ask
Freeholder David Lindenmuth. On Wednesday, March 22nd, Freeholder Lindenmuth
toured the Salem County Landfill that is operated by the County’s Utilities Authority and
saw first hand how the trash business has moved beyond waste management into a
science that could revolutionize our energy production.
“It was fascinating to learn of the various innovations that have taken waste management
into new frontiers,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth. “Our Utilities Authority has been on the
cutting edge of waste management technologies and there are plans in the work that will
take our trash and make it into something that will improve our way of life.”
Freeholder Lindenmuth began his tour of the Landfill with a meeting with the Executive
Director of the Utilities Authority, Michael Chapman. During this meeting, Mr. Chapman
informed Freeholder Lindenmuth of some of the innovative techniques that they employ
that have earned them recognition in PP&E magazine and among other Utilities
Authorities.
“Space is a commodity in our landfills,” said Mr. Chapman. “When you have a limited
amount of space and the trash keeps coming, you need to develop innovative processes to
maximize space.”
In order to deal with the continuous flow of trash and the space restrictions, the Utilities
Authority tested, rented and purchased primary volume reduction equipment to densify
the incoming construction and demolition debris. By processing incoming construction
and demolition debris in the Pri Max 4000, manufactured by SSI Shredding Systems of
Portland Oregon, the Authority is able reduce the space it takes up in the landfill by more
than 30%. Additionally, the Authority began to use tarps, rather than dirt for their daily
cover. Lastly, they employed recycling technologies to begin excavating existing slide
slopes back down to the debris.

“It is a novel idea for our landfills to be in the recycling business,” Lindenmuth joked.
“When space is a commodity it becomes a necessity, not a luxury, to develop innovative
ways of handling our trash problem. Through the use of primary reduction equipment, the
Authority is able to take a large pile of debris and reduce the size dramatically.”
In addition to learning of the innovative “recycling” techniques of the Utilities Authority,
Lindenmuth was informed that there were plans in the works to utilize the gases produced
from the trash into energy. The details are not available for release, but Lindenmuth said
that shortly the plans will be released and will demonstrate the ingenuity of our Utilities
Authority.
“They have moved beyond waste management into a new frontier of waste
transformation,” said Lindenmuth. “One day in the future we could see energy produced
from our landfill, which could supply a portion of our County’s energy needs. The
positive ripple effect of the groundbreaking techniques employed by the Utilities
Authority will spread into other areas of the county.”
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