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SALEM COUNTY FREEHOLDERS PROCLAIM FEBRUARY AS BLACK
HISTORY MONTH
(Salem, NJ)— Freeholder Director Lee Ware today announced that the Board of Chosen
Freeholders have proclaimed February as Black History Month for Salem County. The
proclamation was presented and approved by a unanimous vote at the board meeting on
February 15.
“The contributions of African Americans to the advancement of the United States and
Salem County are numerous,” said Freeholder Director Lee Ware. “Black History month
is an opportunity for all of us to remember the achievements, sacrifice, and persevering
spirit of African Americans. We encourage all Salem County residents to honor the
contributions of our African American population.”
The text of the proclamation is as follows:
WHEREAS,

in 1976, through the pioneering efforts of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson, Black History
Month was formally adopted to honor and affirm the importance of Black history
throughout our American experience; and

WHEREAS,

Black History Month is a time for all Americans to remember the stories and teachings of
those African Americans who helped build our nation, took a stance against injustice to
build lives of dignity and opportunity, advanced the cause of civil rights and strengthened
families and communities; and

WHEREAS,

countless African Americans have and continue to fight in our armed forces securing the
freedom that they and their ancestors were denied for countless years; and

WHEREAS,

African American history is rich with examples of people such as Rosa Parks, Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Coretta Scott King, overcoming the tremendous obstacles of
slavery, segregation, inequality and have stirred the conscience of a nation to work to
overcome the plagues of prejudice and hate; and

WHEREAS,

Black History Month also serves the indispensable role of encouraging both the young
and old to examine methods for self-improvement and self-empowerment; and

WHEREAS,

the County of Salem wishes to recognize the outstanding contributions of African
Americans, commemorate the achievements of African Americans, and to remind all

citizens of Salem County of the African-American heritage, culture, and history; now,
therefore be it
RESOLVED

that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Salem proclaim February 2006 as
BLACK HISTORY MONTH and encourage all residents to use this opportunity to honor
the contributions of our African American population.
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