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SALEM COUNTY SEEKING OPTIONS TO SAVE AVIS MILL LAKE
(PILESGROVE TWP.)— Freeholder Director Lee Ware and Freeholder R. Benjamin
Simmermon, Member of the Facilities Management Committee, today announced that the
Avis Mill Lake Clean-Up Committee has met with representatives from Cook College of
Rutgers University and the Soil Conservation District for the purpose of developing a
coordinated plan to save Avis Mill Lake at Camp Crockett.
“The Avis Mill Lake at Camp Crockett is a treasured natural resource,” said Director
Ware. “Over the years Avis Mill Lake has deteriorated due to changes in the environment
that surrounds the lake and the river that feeds into it. The goal of the committee is to
establish and implement a plan to first stop the deterioration and then to revitalize this
precious resource for generations to come.”
The Avis Mill Lake Clean-Up Committee is made up of government officials,
agricultural representatives, and citizens that live in the vicinity of the lake. The
committee was established six months ago after Emerson Eisley approached Freeholder
Ben Simmermon about forming a group to look at the lake. The members of the
committee include: Director Ware, Freeholder Simmermon, Jim Waddington (Economic
Development Director), Jeff Ridgway (Facilities Management Superintendent), Dennis
Mahoney, David Lee (Rutgers Agricultural Extension), Emerson Eisley, and Kevin
Eachus.
“When Emerson approached me about the idea of the committee I could not have agreed
more,” said Freeholder Simmermon. “Avis Mill Lake is in poor condition. For many
years the algae has engulfed the lake and in the summer months the water is barely
visible and the odor is terrible. The Lake is a resource that has been overlooked and now
it is our responsibility to preserve and restore the lake for future generations.”
Katie Buckley, representative from Cook College, explained to the committee on
Monday that the College has been engaged in an extensive study of the watersheds in the
area that feed into the lake. Recently, phase 1 has been completed by the College, which
involved visually assessing 70% of the watershed. The next step involves monitoring the
watershed chemically and biologically through the use of various measuring devices.
Phase 2 is not set to begin until spring, 2007 due to State funding restrictions.
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“Our committee has one main goal and that is to clean-up the lake and that means we
need to look at what is feeding into the lake which has helped the condition deteriorate,”
said Freeholder Simmermon. “At one point we believe that the lake was between 8-10
feet deep because it was used by the YMCA for summer camps. However, because the
lake has deteriorated, the deepest spot in the lake is 18 inches.”
In addition to the efforts put forward by Cook College, the County is also exploring
various other options, including: chemical treatments, bringing in various fish, and
developing agricultural buffer zones. Before the County can responsibly implement any
option a thorough study and evaluation needs to be completed by a professional company
specializing in waterway surveying.
“This is not a small lake,” said Director Ware. “Avis Mill Lake is close to 21.5 acres in
size and before we begin to take any intervening steps to restore this lake we must know
what we are dealing with and be assured that our plan of action is environmentally
responsible and sound.”
The committee has asked Jeff Ridgeway, Superintendent of Facilities Management, to
look into various companies that specialize in surveying lakes and to begin getting
estimates for this project.
“This is not going to be a simple project,” said Ridgeway. “Once we find the company to
survey the lake, we then need to find the funding source to get this project moving. After
we get the survey we can then develop a comprehensive plan of action, but that will cost
money as well. The option to dredge the lake will be a very costly and time-consuming
project.”
The committee discussed various out-of-County funding sources such as grants provided
on both the state and federal levels. However, before any funding sources can be tapped,
the County must have the survey completed and develop an educated plan of action.
“The County has been very successful in tapping funding sources outside of the County
wallet,” said Director Ware. “This is a project that is worthy of our efforts and we will do
what we can to develop a plan and to aggressively go after the necessary funding in the
state and federal levels.”
The committee will reconvene after they have developed a list of potential surveying
companies. Members of the public are welcome to view the Phase 1 report by Cook
College by visiting http://water.rutgers.edu and going under “Projects” and selecting
“Salem Watershed Project Phase 1 Report.”
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