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ALMSHOUSE TO BE FEATURED ON “BRICKS AND MORTAR IN SALEM
COUNTY” HOUSE TOUR ON APRIL 30
(SALEM, NJ) – Freeholder Beth Timberman, Chair of Planning & Transportation, and
Jean Jack, President of Preservation Salem Inc., today announced that the Salem County
Almshouse will be featured on the “Bricks and Mortar in Salem County” House Tour on
April 30. The House Tour is a joint venture between Salem County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Salem County Historical Society, Preservation Salem Inc., and the Friends
of the Hancock House.
“The Almshouse is part of the rich historical legacy of Salem County,” said Freeholder
Beth Timberman. “Currently, the county is engaged in a campaign to promote
agricultural and historical tourism. Our campaign for tourism is based in part on a
partnership between public and private entities and the ‘Bricks & Mortar Tour’ is a prime
example of these partnerships. We are greatly anticipating this weekend of discovering
and celebrating our historical heritage.”
There are three primary goals of the “Bricks & Mortar” tour featuring the County’s
Almshouse: to provide information to the public to develop support for the stabilization
and adaptive reuse of the Almshouse; to provide a venue for historical societies and
county sites to disseminate information about their site/program; to encourage out-ofcounty visitors to return to visit attractions in Salem County.
“The Almshouse is truly one of Salem County’s treasures that has been overlooked for
many years,” said Jean Jack, President of Preservation Salem, Inc. “We are working with
our county officials to raise awareness regarding this historical landmark so that we can
make the necessary repairs to the building so that future generations can benefit from its
historical significance. It is our goal that on April 30th people from the county, along with
out of county visitors, will come out and learn more about this building and its
connection to our past.”
The Almshouse was built in 1845. The 1870 Insane Asylum was later built and connected
to the Almshouse. The Complex is an enduring testimony to the 200-year effort by the
Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders to serve a community need: caring for the
poor, the infirm, and the mentally ill. The Architect overseeing the proposed renovations
to the Almshouse is Hyman Myers, FAFIA, who will be conducting the tour on April 30.

Hymn Myers is a nationally recognized architect with strong expertise in the fields of
historic preservation, museum master planning, and design. He has been involved in
numerous restorations of National Historic Landmarks, involving several museum
facilities in historic buildings throughout the country. His work on these projects have
won dozens of national, state, and local awards of excellence.
“We are very excited that Mr. Myers has agreed to give people a tour of the Almshouse
facility and to discuss the future renovations,” said Jean Jack. “The Almshouse is in great
need of renovation and restoration and I am sure that those who attend the April 30 event
will see why we need to make an investment in this historical landmark. We are proud
of this public/private partnership and we look forward to the positive result this will
bring about.”
The afternoon will begin at 1:30PM at the Vocational School for an Almshouse
briefing. In addition to the tour and informational booths, there will be children’s
activities provided. The Almshouse is located about two miles southwest of the traffic
light where US Route 40 joins State Route 45 in Pilesgrove Township, just outside
Woodstown. After passing Cowtown and Richman’s on Route 40, turn right at the
traffic light at the Corner Bar, Wawa, Acme/Eckerd shopping center and Lawnside
Cemetery. The Almshouse is set back a short driveway between the Salem County
Veteran’s Cemetery and the County Vocational-Technical High School, all on the
left.
“We hope that everyone interested in historical preservation will come out to the
Almshouse for this important and informative event,” said Freeholder Timberman.
“We will be combining information with fun to make this an event for the whole
family and we hope to see everyone at the Almshouse on the 30th.”
For additional information, please contact Preservation Salem, Inc. at (856) 769-1595.
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