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SALEM COUNTY PRESERVES 20,000th ACRE OF FARMLAND
(Salem, NJ)-- Freeholder Director Lee Ware today announced that Salem County has
now preserved its 20,000th acre of farmland. This milestone was reached on Friday,
March 24th when the Salem County Agriculture Development Board made settlement
with the Battiato Farm. This achievement highlights the commitment by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the farming community to keep Salem County rural and viable.
“As a farmer, who has preserved farmland, I am excited about this accomplishment
which has been a true partnership between citizens, farmers, and county and state
officials,” said Freeholder Director Ware. “Salem County has beautiful and productive
farmlands and we are working to ensure that they are protected and viable so that future
generations can enjoy our rich agricultural legacy. Reaching 20,000 acres is a milestone,
but it is not the goal. We have much more to accomplish and together we will.”
Salem County has been working with many groups to preserve farmland and open space
throughout the county. Currently, the County has been working with Morris Land
Conservancy in developing an open space plan, which will work in conjunction with the
farmland preservation efforts. In addition to working with outside agencies to maximize
the effectiveness of open space/farmland preservation, the county has also worked closely
with the New Jersey Department of Agriculture in securing funding and guidance for
their preservation efforts.
“Salem County’s 96,000 acres of farmland – nearly 12 percent of our statewide total – are
an important part of New Jersey’s agricultural industry,” said Agriculture Secretary
Charles M. Kuperus. “This milestone is important both locally and statewide in our
efforts to save our farms and ensure agriculture continues to contribute to our economy
and quality of life for generations to come. We congratulate Salem County and all the
landowners who made this achievement possible and look forward to partnering in the
preservation of many more farms.”
The 20,000 acres of farmland preservation will be formally celebrated in early May.
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