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SALEM COUNTY FREEHOLDERS HIRE MORRIS LAND CONSERVANCY TO
CREATE FARMLAND AND OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION PLAN
(SALEM, NJ)—Freeholder Director Lee Ware and Freeholder Beth Timberman
today announced that Morris Land Conservancy has been hired by the Salem
County Board of Chosen Freeholders to develop a Farmland Preservation and
Open Space Plan for the County. The County is pursuing additional open space
preservation in order to protect its environmental resources and rural character.
“The plan will identify areas appropriate for preservation and will guide future
investment within the County” said Director Ware, who also serves as Freeholder
liaison to the Salem County Agriculture Development Board. “Additionally, the
plan will also make our County eligible for additional grant funding with which we
can leverage federal and state funds to augment our County dedicated funds.
We have preserved nearly 20,000 acres of prime farmland since our efforts
began in the early 90’s and have one of the most successful preservation
programs in the State.”
The Morris Land Conservancy is working with the Salem County Agricultural
Development Board and the Salem County Open Space Advisory Committee
throughout the planning process. Local government officials, including municipal
environmental commissions, agriculture development boards, historical
commissions and environmental organizations will be asked to participate in
interviews and surveys to assess preservation needs. County residents may
also participate in the planning process by completing surveys, attending Open
Space Advisory Committee meetings and County Agricultural Development
Board meetings. These meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each
month beginning at 6:00 PM at the Ware Building located on Cheney Road in
Mannington Township. All members of the community are invited to attend the
special public meetings which are being planned to obtain input from residents
throughout the County. These public meetings will be held on Tuesday, March
21st at 6:45 pm at the Elmer Grange and Wednesday, March 22nd at 6:45 pm at
the Salem Community College, Davidow Hall.
A meeting specifically focused on gathering input from active members of the
Agriculture community has been set for Wednesday, April 26th at 6:45 PM at the

Ware Building. Additionally, a meeting specifically focused on gathering input
from park mangers, recreation boards and non-profit organizations has been set
for Wednesday, May 24th at 6:45 PM at the Ware Building. The final Open
Space and Farmland Preservation Plan for Salem County is expected to be
completed by December 2006.
“The Conservancy has extensive experience in developing municipal and county
plans,” said Freeholder Timberman, who also serves as Freeholder liaison to the
County Open Space Advisory Committee. “An Open Space and Recreation Plan
was completed by the Conservancy for Pittsgrove Township, in January of 2005.
In total, the Conservancy has worked with 35 towns in 11 counties to write Open
Space and Recreation Plans, Trails Plans and Farmland Preservation Plans.
The Conservancy also creates maps and works with local landowners to
preserve land. All of the Conservancy’s Open Space and Recreation Plans have
been successful in securing Green Acres grant funds for municipal and county
open space programs. We encourage the members of the public and interested
organizations to attend these meetings and take an active role in shaping our
preservation plans.”
Morris Land Conservancy, founded in 1981 is a member supported non-profit
organization. The Conservancy is dedicated to preserving and permanently
protecting open space in New Jersey. Open Space is critical for clean drinking
water, diverse plant and wildlife habitat, scenic landscapes, and outdoor
recreation. Preserving open space and farmland in Salem County will also
protect the character, heritage and the quality of life in the region.
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