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SALEM COUNTY FREEHOLDER ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS TO COMPLETE
OPEN SPACE SURVEYS & ATTEND UPCOMING OPEN SPACE PUBLIC
FORUMS
(SALEM)-- Freeholder Director Lee Ware and Freeholder Beth Timberman are asking
residents to complete Open Space and Farmland Preservation surveys to let Salem
County officials know what resident’s priorities are for land preservation in the County.
Surveys are available on the county website: www.salemcountynj.gov and are due ASAP.
“Salem County is developing an Open Space and Farmland Preservation Plan to identify
and prioritize land preservation for agriculture, recreation, open space, and natural
resource conservation” said Director Ware, who also serves as Freeholder liaison to the
Salem County Agriculture Development Board. “As part of this plan, the County is
requesting local input to help set priorities for preservation. The plan will identify areas
appropriate for preservation and will guide investment within the County. The plan will
also make Salem County eligible for additional grant funding with which the County can
leverage local funds for an already active farmland preservation program.”
Questions on the survey range from the types of lands to be preserved (from active
recreation to land for trails, the creation of a county-wide park system, farmland, forested
land, and wildlife habitat) to whether people would support an increase in the Salem
County Trust Fund from two to three cents.
“The Salem County Open Space Advisory Committee and the Salem County Agricultural
Development Board are working with Morris Land Conservancy on the development of
the plan,” said Freeholder Timberman, who also serves as Freeholder liaison to the
County Open Space Advisory Committee. “Morris Land Conservancy will be analyzing
the surveys and using the results of the surveys and the public meetings to help the
county identify locations and types of lands to be preserved with county funds.”
Members of the agricultural community in Salem County are also encouraged to attend a
special public meeting to discuss farmland preservation on Wednesday, April 26th at 7:00
pm at the Ware Building on 51 Cheney Road Woodstown, NJ. This meeting is being
hosted by Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders, and the Salem County
Agriculture Development Board and will be facilitated by the Morris Land Conservancy.

(MORE)

Salem County has hired the Morris Land Conservancy to develop an Open Space and
Farmland Preservation Plan to identify and prioritize land preservation for agriculture,
recreation, open space, and natural resource conservation. As part of this plan, the County
is requesting local input to help set priorities for preservation. At this meeting, farmland
will be the focus and the farmland preservation portion of the plan will be explained and
discussed. Residents will be encouraged to ask questions, discuss their preservation
priorities, voice their concerns and provide information which will be vital to developing
an accurate representation of County farmland preservation goals.
Additional public meetings are scheduled for May and June and will focus on gathering
input from park managers, non-profit groups and municipal officials. The Final Open
Space and Farmland Preservation Plan will be completed by December 2006.
For more information on upcoming meetings contact the Morris Land Conservancy at
(973) 541-1010 or visit the Salem County website at www.salemcountynj.gov.
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