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FREEHOLDER LINDENMUTH PROPOSES RESOLUTION TO IMPLEMENT
“MY COMMUNITY ON PATROL” PROGRAM
The new program will assist law enforcement officials by utilizing County employees as
eyes and ears in the community.
(SALEM, NJ)-Freeholder David Lindenmuth, Chair of the Public Safety Committee,
today announced that his committee will be presenting a resolution at the next Freeholder
meeting that would implement a new program known as M.C.O.P., “My Community On
Patrol.” This program is intended to aid law enforcement officials by utilizing County
employees with County cars as eyes and ears in the community. Additionally,
participating employees will be able to provide emergency assistance to residents by
using the two-way radios in their vehicles to communicate with emergency responders.
“The M.C.O.P. program is an innovative idea because it utilizes our current resources to
enhance public safety,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth. “Our participating County
employees will be trained by law enforcement officials to be good Samaritans to those
needing assistance and will be an additional set of eyes looking out for the safety of our
residents.”
The program uses existing radios and frequencies already equipped in the vehicles and no
new equipment is needed. The dispatcher will notify the appropriate law enforcement
agency, i.e. state, County, and local agencies, who respond to the situation.
“This new program will be very cost effective,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth. “At this
point, the only potential cost will be the cost of the program booklets and vehicle decals.
This is a very small price to pay for increased public safety.”
A survey is currently being conducted in order to identify and list all Salem County
departments (non-Law Enforcement) that use County vehicles. Once the survey has been
completed, County employees that meet the requirements and volunteer for the program
will receive training from certified instructors from the Salem County Prosecutor’s
Office. Training will consist of a two hour power point presentation that will outline
rules, procedures and objectives. There will also be handouts that explain the program in
its entirety. All employees will receive a decal that will identify the designated vehicles.
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“It is important to note that we will not be simply putting decals on cars with operators
who have not received training,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth. “The Salem County
Prosecutor’s Office will be assisting the County departments in this endeavor by
providing thorough and efficient training to ensure that our employees are compliant with
laws, understand their role, and will not put themselves or anyone else in harms way. The
M.C.O.P. program is similar to the Neighborhood Watch Program in that it assists law
enforcement through observation, not through engagement.”
“The County is proactively seeking and instituting innovative measures to increase public
safety and security,” said Prosecutor John Lenahan. “Cooperative safety measures that
involve more than law enforcement are very effective in deterring crime and we are
pleased to work with the Freeholders to see that this program is implemented correctly
and successfully administered.”
The training and implementation of this program will be instituted after the Freeholder
Meeting on June 21, should the vote be in the affirmative. After the program is initiated
and evaluated on the County level, Lindenmuth would like to see the program expanded
to the County’s municipalities.
“We are not going to rush things because we want this program to be successful,” said
Freeholder Lindenmuth. “Our hope is that this program will be quite successful on the
County level and if it is, then we will work with municipalities to expand the program
using their employees.”
“This program will promote more than just safety, it will create a feeling of unity as we
all work together for the security of our community,” said Freeholder Lindenmuth.
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