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FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR LEE WARE ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR A SEX
OFFENDER RESOLUTION
(SALEM, NJ) – Freeholder Director Lee Ware today announced at the regular meeting of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders that he has asked Freeholders David Lindenmuth and
Beth Timberman to work with County law enforcement officials in developing a county
resolution that would urge municipalities to prohibit registered sex offenders classified as
either Tier 2 or 3 from residing near playgrounds, parks, schools, churches and other
places where children congregate.
“Many communities throughout the region are passing ordinances that prohibit registered
sex offenders from living near areas where children congregate,” said Director Ware.
“The safety of our children is one of our most solemn responsibilities and we must make
sure that we are taking every precaution necessary to ensure their well-being.”
Municipalities in Atlantic, Cumberland, and Cape May counties have passed ordinances
that restrict where registered sex offenders reside. Freeholders Timberman and
Lindenmuth will work with the Prosecutor’s Office and the Sheriff’s department in
developing a comprehensive resolution that will be legal and effective.
“We are going to formulate a resolution that will give our municipalities guidance in
developing a uniform code regarding where sex offenders can reside in their
jurisdiction,” said Freeholder David Lindenmuth, chair of the Public Safety Committee.
“It is important that we have a coordinated effort in preventing these terrible crimes from
happening.”
This resolution would pertain to Tier 2 and Tier 3 sex offenders, along with those who
have been classified as sexually violent predators. The New Jersey State Police website
defines a Tier 3 offender as someone determined to pose a relatively high risk of reoffense. A Tier 2 offender is defined as a person found to pose a moderate risk of reoffense. Currently, the State Police website lists 36 names of offenders residing in Salem
County.
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“There are people in our communities that have harmed our children and sex offenders
have a very low rate of rehabilitation,” said Freeholder Beth Timberman. “As a mother, I
want to make sure that the State, County, and Municipal officials are all on the same page
in ensuring the protection of our children from these predators. This resolution will be a
resource for our municipalities in developing effective preventative and protective
measures.”
Freeholder Director Lee Ware has asked that the resolution be prepared for the last
Freeholder meeting in March.
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