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SALEM COUNTY FREEHOLDERS TOUR PSEG NUCLEAR FACILITY BRIEFED ON SECURITY MEASURES
(SALEM, NJ)-On Wednesday, June 7, the Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholder,
along with County Administrator Deborah Turner-Fox, Clerk of the Board Earl Gage,
and Public Information Officer Robin Weinstein, toured PSEG Nuclear's Salem - Hope
Creek Nuclear Generating Station and were briefed on increased security and upcoming
projects. Following the tour and briefing, Freeholders and accompanying staff received
Incident Command System (ICS) training which will prepare them to be certified under
the National Incident Management System (NIMS). The training and certification are
mandatory under federal and state guidelines.
"PSEG's facilities are first-class in regards to security and service," said Freeholder
Director Lee Ware. "Some believe that security was increased simply because of the
events that transpired on September 11th; however, these facilities have always been
secured through trained dedicated personnel and effective security protocols."
The Freeholders toured the facility in a touring bus and were accompanied by several
PSE&G staff members who explained the security features of the plant. After the tour of
the plant, the Freeholders were shown a video which detailed further the various security
protocols implemented by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, as well as PSE&G.
"The facility has many security features including a vehicle checkpoint, multiple barriers
and armed guards," said Freeholder David Lindenmuth, Chair of the County Public
Safety Committee. "The facility appears prepared for any possible attack or natural
disaster."
After the Freeholders and staff returned to the PSEG facility in Salem, they were then
trained on the ICS by Mack Lake, County Safety Coordinator. Following the events that
transpired on September 11th and Hurricane Katrina it became evident that local officials
needed to receive emergency response training so that effective protocols can be
established and followed in the event of an emergency.
"The Board of Chosen Freeholders are committed to ensure that we have an effective and
coordinated response in the event of an emergency," said Deputy Director Bruce Bobbitt,
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Chair of the County Public Works Committee. "The training that we received was
Module 17, which is an ICS orientation for executives, administrators, and policy makers.
It provided a basic understanding of ICS, unified and area command, and multi-agency
coordination to those persons responsible for implementing policy, but who normally are
not a part of the on-scene ICS organization. The Salem Freeholders are the first in the
State of New Jersey to have 100% participation in this training and soon we will all be
certified in this program."
The objectives of the training program include: defining the role of an Executive relative
to the ICS; describe the various ways ICS can be applied, describe the basic organization
of ICS and know the functional responsibilities of the Command and General Staffs; have
basic familiarity with ICS terminology; understand the differences between on-incident
ICS organizations and activities, and the activities accomplished by Emergency
Operating Centers, Area Commands, and Multi-agency Coordination Systems; describe
the three major responsibilities of an Executive as related to an incident; and explain the
administrative, logistical, financial, and reporting implications of large incident
operations.
"The training that we received is very important to ensure that we have a coordinated and
effective response in the event of an emergency," said Freeholder Susan Bestwick. "I am
very glad to have attended this training because it is our duty as elected officials to know
what needs to be done and when it needs to be accomplished, so that we are effectively
serving and protecting our constituents."
The Board of Chosen Freeholders received their training certificates at the Freeholder
Meeting on June 21.
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