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SENIOR CORPS COMING TO SALEM COUNTY
(SALEM, NJ)--Freeholder Jeffrey J. Hogan, Chair of the County Health & Social Services
Committee, today announced that the County will be welcoming the Senior Corps to
the County of Salem. The autonomous program will be housed under the Office on
Aging and will assist senior citizens to continue making a difference in their community
through a Foster Grandparent Program, RSVP, and the Senior Companion Program.
“The Senior Corp program allows our Senior Citizens to be engaged in making a
difference in the community,” said Freeholder Hogan, a qualifying senior himself. “By
providing seniors with the operational support of the Senior Corps, our senior population
can focus their time and energies in doing things they enjoy while making a positive
impact on the County. The programs offered by Senior Corps provide a tremendous
amount of flexibility and choice to our seniors.”
According to the Corporation for National & Community Service website, Senior Corps
connects today’s over 55s with the people and organizations that need them most. They
help them become mentors, coaches or companions to people in need or contribute
their job skills and expertise to community projects and organizations. Conceived during
John F. Kennedy's presidency, Senior Corps currently links more than 500,000 Americans
to service opportunities. Their contributions of skills, knowledge, and experience make a
real difference to individuals, nonprofits, and faith-based and other community
organizations throughout the United States.
“I am excited that we are able to partner with this program and provide them with the
infrastructure to thrive in the County of Salem,” said Freeholder Hogan. “The Foster
Grandparent Program will connect volunteers with children needing special attention,
while the RSVP program offers seniors a variety of service options. Additionally, the Senior
Companion Program utilizes senior volunteers to assist people that have difficulty with the
simple tasks of day-to-day living.”
The County of Salem will provide the program with an office; however, the program does
remain autonomous.
“The only expense to the County is what we incur for the in-kind services, but the benefit
will be great,” said Freeholder Hogan. “Once we get the office set up we will be sure to
let the public know so that our senior population can begin taking advantage of this
opportunity.”
For more information, please visit www.seniorcorps.org.
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