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SALEM COUNTY FREEHOLDERS RECEIVE PARIS GRANT FUNDS
FROM THIRD DISTRICT LEGISLATORS
(SALEM, NJ)—State Senator Stephen Sweeney, Assemblyman John Burzichelli, and
Assemblyman Douglas Fisher today presented a check in the amount of $891,070 to Salem
County Freeholders for the continuation of records and archives management under the Public
Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) grant funding.
“We are delighted to receive this funding from the State,” said Freeholder Director Lee Ware.
“Salem County’s success is a result of the hard work of our Office of Records and Archives
Management, as well as the assistance of our Third District legislative team.”
Featured initiatives funded by PARIS in Salem County include: continuation of dedicated records
management staff; expansion of the county’s enterprise-wide electronic document management
system; and retrofitting of a county records storage center. The award includes money leveraged
from the City of Salem, who will have a complete records inventory and purge as part of the
funded projects.
“The PARIS grant program is a competitive and significant grant program in New Jersey,” said
Senator Sweeney. “These funds will enable Salem County to adopt new technologies to help
drive down the cost of government records' creation, maintenance and storage, while expanding
public access.”
Authorized by the Legislature in 2003 and launched in 2005, PARIS is by far the largest
competitive grant program of its kind in the nation. It represents New Jersey’s first statewide
initiative to boost the efficiency, integrity and security of public records systems at the county and
municipal level. It will help to preserve more than three centuries of historical government
archives, and promote intergovernmental sharing of services and facilities. In 2007, counties
were eligible to apply for up to $1.25 million for a wide variety of records projects. The State
Division of Archives and Records Management (DARM) administers the program.
“The purpose of the PARIS grants program is to improve the management and preservation of
public records and allow more public access to those documents,” said Assemblyman John J.
Burzichelli. “The program is New Jersey’s first state-wide initiative to enhance the security and
efficiency of public records systems at both county and municipal levels.”
PARIS encourages county and municipal governments to explore opportunities to partner in
cooperative archives and records management ventures, including shared services and facilities.
In this strategic vision the 21 county governments have a key role, each serving as a regional hub
for records management, preservation and storage services, and most municipalities will be able
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to utilize their county’s records facilities and services for convenient, secure offsite storage,
document imaging services, electronic records systems backup, etc. The largest cities and
townships may find it advisable to establish their own facilities and services. Statewide, the
counties and largest municipalities figure to play strategic roles in transforming local records
administration, so the first round of PARIS grants will focus in this area. This year over $9.5
million was awarded towards shared services projects that will impact over 400 local
governments in New Jersey.
“Salem County is committed to preserving public records,” said Assemblyman Douglas H.
Fisher. “A great benefit of the PARIS grant is that it encourages municipalities and counties to
work together to improve records management and costs. The program allows local and county
governments like Salem County to operate more efficiently.”
Funded by document filing and recording fees collected by county clerks, PARIS is a key
component of the New Jersey Public Records Preservation Program established by the state
legislature in July 2003. Altogether, the state awarded more than $21.5 million in PARIS grants
to New Jersey’s 21 counties and 37 municipalities.
“Salem County is widely recognized as a leader in archival and records management,” said
Director Ware. “This funding will allow us to continue this successful program for the County
and the municipalities.”
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