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SALEM COUNTY SEEKS TO LOWER COSTS BY EXPLORING SHARED
ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES ALONG WITH MERGING MUNCIPAL
COURTS AND POLICE SERVICE
(SALEM, NJ)—Freeholder Deputy Director David Lindenmuth today announced that the
Board of Chosen Freeholders approved a resolution to modify the existing contract with
Government Strategies Group to include animal control services, in addition to the
studies exploring the merger of municipal courts and the creation of a county-wide police
force.
“We have been meeting with the mayors of our municipalities concerning shared services
and the majority has said that they are interested in pursing shared service agreements for
animal control services,” said Deputy Director Lindenmuth. “Most of our municipalities
already utilize the same service and if we can save money and improve service then we
need to develop a plan on how to do it and make it so.”
According to an informal survey conducted by the Office of Public Information, out of
the eight municipalities that responded to the information request, five utilize the services
provided by Edmund Shimp, Jr. with costs ranging from approximately $208 per month
(Elsinboro) to $1,200 per month (City of Salem). Two municipalities utilize Bruce Barry
with costs ranging from $200 per month to $500 per month, which includes an animal
census. Additionally, municipalities pay monthly fees ranging from $200 to $785 for
various animal shelter services.
“We are a close-knit family in Salem County with many of the same issues, and if we
work together we can be the leader in shared services in New Jersey,” said Deputy
Director Lindenmuth. “The feasibility studies will be paid for almost entirely by grant
funding and in-kind services. If we do not obtain the grant funding, then we will consider
other options. However, we believe that we will be successful in obtaining the funding
given the Governor’s push for shared services.”
Government Strategies Group has been contracted by the County to conduct the
feasibility studies and apply for the grant funding. They will not be paid for any services
if they are not able to secure the necessary funding to support their services in conducting
the study.
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